A part of the title crystal structure is shown in the figure. Tables 1 and 2 contain details on crystal structure and measurement conditions and a list of the atoms including atomic coordinates and displacement parameters.
Bruker programs [1] , SHELX [2, 3] to the mixture of Zn(NO 3 ) 2 ·6(H 2 O) (0.297 g, 1.0 mmol) and sodium sulfadiazine (0.545 g, 2 mmol) in methanol. The resulted precipitate was filtered off after stirring for half an hour. The remaining solution was kept undisturbed at room temperature for slow evaporation. Colorless plate-shaped crystals of [Zn(4,4′-bipy) 2 (sulfa) 2 MeOH]n were yielded after 4 days.
Experimental details
All hydrogen atoms were added using the standard riding model implemented in the software [3] .
Discussion
The two-fold rotation axis runs through the Zn(II) centers and the 4,4′-bipyridine molecules leaving the asymmetric unit consisting of a sulfadiazine ligand, a 4,4′-bipyridine, 1/2 Zn(II) and a methanol molecule (cf. the figure) . The central Zn(II) cation is coordinated by six nitrogen atoms as a distorted octahedron with the average Zn-N distance of 2.17 Å. Two of the six are from two bipy ligands, and the other four are from two bidentate sulfadiazine ligands in chelating modes. This kind of coordination mode with both sulfadiazine ligands chelating to the metal center was reported for Cd(II) [4] [5] [6] , Mn(II) [7] , Ni(II) [8, 9] , Cu(II) [10] and Co(II) [11] [12] [13] complexes. In Zn(II) complexes containing the sulfadiazine ligand [14] [15] [16] , two ligands interact with the central Zn(II) by one of the N atoms. Englert's group reported that a second N atom in the sulfadiazine switching from non-bonding to bonding to the Zn(II) center with the temperature increasing from 100 K to 200 K in the structure of Zn(sulfadiazine) 2 (NH 3 ) 2 [17] . 
